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t*  GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS 

UNITED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES.  PACIFIC 
OFFICE  OF  THE  THEATER  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
WAR  CRIMES  BRANCH 

APO  500 

16  October  194? 

MEMORANDUM  to*  Prosecution  Section  (Report  #72) 

THRU*  Executive  Officer,  War  Crimes  Branch 

SUBJECT*  Murder  of  two  American  PW's  at  Cebu  City. 

*  *  * 


On  21  March  1945,  American  planes  bombed  the  vicinity  of  Cebu 
City,  P.I.,  and  an  American  flyer  by  the  name  of  Paul  MANSELLA  para¬ 
chuted  into  the  water  from  a  damaged  American  plane  (R  1,  4).  The 

American  was  burned  on  both  arms  and  legs,  and  either  walked  or  was 
carried  to  the  Summer  House  of  the  Sisters  of  The  Immaculate  Concep¬ 
cion,  about  five  and  one-half  kilometers  north  of  Cebu  City.  He  was 

given  first  aid  by  one  of  the  Sisters  and  a  short  time  later  a  Jap¬ 

anese  member  of  the  Kempei  Tai,  accompanied  by  a  Filipino  undercover 
agent,  appeared  at  the  house  and  took  him  away,  with  his  hands  tied 
behind  his  back  (R  2).  Between  21  March  and  25  March,  1945*  the 
Japanese  Kempei  Tai  at  Cebu  City  captured  another  American  flyer  by 
the  name  of  SCOTT.  Although  it  is  not  clear  from  the  evidence,  it 
is  probable  he  was  a  member  of  the  same  plane  crew  as  MANSELLA  (R  6, 
9).  Both  men  werb  confined  at  the  Cebu  Normal  School  and  on  the 
morning  of  26  March  1945  were  taken  to  a  point  approximately  one 
hundred  and  fifty  (150)  feet  directly  East  of  the  Southeast  corner 
of  the  school  building,  where  a  foxhole  had  been  dug  (R  9,  10.  15, 

17) .  They  were  forced  to  kneel  by  the  edge  of  the  foxholo  with 
heads  bent  forward  while  a  Japanese  sergeant  took  a  saber  in  both 
hands,  and  struck  each  of  them  across  the  back  of  the  neck.  The 
Americans  fell  forward  into  the  foxhole  and  a  Japanese  officer 
stepped  up  and  fired  a  number  of  shots  into  their  bodies  (R  10,  15, 
17,  24). 

On  the  same  morning, and  shortly  prior  to  the  execution  of  the 
Americans,  five  (5)  Filipino  civilians  were  killed  by  the  same 
Japanese,  in  the  same  method,  and  their  bodies  left  in  a  foxhole  on 
the  Normal  School  grounds,  a  short  distance  from  where  the  Americans 
were  executed  (R  12,  13,  15,  17,  19). 

Around  noon  on  27  March  the  Japanese  piled  wood  on  top  of  the 
bodies  of  the  Americans  in  the  foxhole,  poured  gasoline  on  the  wood, 
and  lighted  it  (R  18) .  Between  the  time  of  the  execution  and  the 
burning  of  the  bodies  it  appears  that  one  of  the  Americans  managed 
to  crawl  out  of  the  foxhole  and  was  seen  sitting  on  the  ground 
attempting  to  wave  to  an  American  plane  overhead;  but  he  was  thrown 
back  into  the  foxhole,  either  dead  or  alive,  before  the  fire  was 
started  (R  17,  18,  19; . 

On  the  morning  of  28  March,  1945,  when  American  forces  arrived 
in  Cebu  City,  an  officer  and  two  enlisted  men  of  the  110th  Quarter¬ 
master  Company,  Graves  Registration  Platoon,  found  three  open  fox¬ 
holes  with  dead  bodies  in  them  on  the  grounds  of  the  Cebu  Normal 
School.  One  of  the  foxholes  contained  the  bodies  of  two  Filipinos 
and  another  the  bodies  of  three  more  Filipinos.  All  five  of  those 
bodies  had  their  hands  tied  behind  their  backs.  The  bodies  were  not 
mutilated  or  covered,  and  although  no  examination  was  made  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  cause  of  death  or  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  it  was  observed 
that  each  of  them  had  numerous  stab  wounds,  apparently  made  by 
bayonets  or  sabers  (R  28).  In  the  third  foxhole,  located  approxi¬ 
mately  one  hundred  (100)  feet  northeast  of  the  other  two  holes,  the 
charred  bodies  of  two  men  were  found.  The  lower  body  was  lying  face 
upward  with  the  upper  body  directly  on  top  of  it  and  lying  face 
downward.  The  hands  of  both  corpses  were  tied  behind  their  backs 
with  ropes.  Fire  had  consumed  most  of  the  clothing  on  tho  upper  ^ 
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1  body,  and  only  a  few  small  shreds  of  what  appeared  to  be  underwear 
remained:  clothing  on  the  lower  body  had  not  been  entirely  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  fire  and  it  was  ascertained  that  it  had  been  dressed 
in  0  pair  of  regulation  army  issue  khaki  trousers  worn  underneath 
blue  fatigue  trousers  similar  to  those  issued  by  the  navy  (R  2B) 
.29).  The  bodies  were  examined  for  items  of  identification  but 
the  only  thing  found  was  a  metal  belt  buckle  in  the  ashes  at  the 
bottom  of  tho  foxhole  (R  29).  On  the  face  of  this  belt  buckle 
appears  the  emblem  of  a  spread  eagle  and  the  figures  1942  (Exhi¬ 
bit  D).  Pictures  were  taken  of  the  two  bodies  (Exhibits  E,  Ft  0) 
and  they  were  then  buried  as  unidentif led  dead  (R  29»  30) » 
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